DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
PENSACOLA REGULATORY OFFIGE
41 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET, SUITE 111
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 32502

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Pensacola Permits Section 19 October 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-2009-3187 (IP-SWA)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an application for a
Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. §1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403)
as described below:

APPLICANT: Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners
6495 Caroline Street; Suite M
Milton, Florida 32570

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project is located in the Guif of Mexico, approximately
340 linear feet south of the southern shore of Santa Rosa Island, and approximately
2,000 feet east of the new Navarre Beach Fishing Pier.

Directions to the site are as follows: From downtown Pensacola, head east on Bayfront
Parkway (U.S. Highway 98). Continue on U.S. Highway 98 for approximately 23.6 miles
to County Road 399. Turn right on County Road 399 to Gulf Boulevard. The project
site is approximately 2,000 feet east of the new Navarre Beach Fishing Pier.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE:

NE Site Corner: Latitude 30.379526 North
Longitude  86.853710 West

NW Site Corner: Latitude 30.379492 North
Longitude 86.853967 West

SE Site Corner: l.atitude 30.378745 North
Longitude  86.853579 West

SW Site Corner: Latitude 30.378745 North
Longitude  86.853836 West



PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic; Establish Artificial Reef Site.
Overall: Establish a near shore artificial reef in the Gulf of Mexico at Navarre Beach to
provide habitat, diving and snorkeling opportunities.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to establish a near shore artificial reef
area consisting of an 82" x 275’ deployment area, totaling 22,550 square feet, which
would provide habitat, diving and snorkeling opportunities. Material to be deployed
would consist of thirty (30) tiered reefs modules (also known as Walter Eco-System
Reef Modules) on 25-foot centers. Each tier reef module would be 5 feet in diameter.
Additionally, two lighted buoys would be placed approximately 88 feet waterward of the
deployment area, and spaced approximately 170" apart. A navigation warning sign
would be placed on each buoy. The county is seeking a permit duration of 10 years.

EXISTING CONDITIONS, DEPTH, PROFILE & CLEARANCE: The site is located
approximately 340 linear feet south of Santa Rosa Island in the Gulf of Mexico. The
habitat within the proposed artificial reef sites contains medium to coarse grained
sands, predominately unvegetated with a surficial layer of microalgae/cyanobacteria.
There is no submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV’s) located within the reef deployment
site. Additionally, there are no natural rock outcrops or hard bottom formations within
the deployment site. The water depth at the proposed deployment area ranges from -
10 feet to -11 feet at Mean High Water. Minimum depth after deployment would be 6
feet at Mean Low Water and would not exceed % the distance between the bottom and
the Mean Low Water Line.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined the
proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect swimming sea turtles,
including green turtle (Chelonia mydas), hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricate), Kemp's
ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea),
loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) and the endangered West Indian manatee
(Trichechus manatus), threatened Gulf Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotof), and
endangered smalitooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata). Additionally, the project would not
destroy or adversely modify any designated critical habitat. The Corps will request the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service's
(NMFS) concurrence with these determinations pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This notice initiates consultation with the National
Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as required by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act 1996. The proposal would impact approximately
0.52 acre of unvegetated bottom in the Gulf of Mexico, which may be utilized by various
life stages of species within the following Fisheries Managements Plans (Shrimp, Reef
Fish, Stone Crab and Coastal Migratory Pelagics). Our initial determination is that the
proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally
managed fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. Our finai determination relative to project




impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be
required from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and/or one of the
states Water Management Districts.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to the District
Engineer at the above address within 21 days from the date of this notice.

If you have any questions concerning this application, you may contact Steve Andrews
Jr. at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at stephen.w.andrews@usace.army.mil,
or by telephone at 850-439-0707.

The decision whether to issue or deny this permit application will be based on the
information received from this public notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to
the associated wetlands. This is based on an analysis of the applicant's avoidance and
minimization efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed.



IMPACT ON NATURAL REBQURCES: Predirninary review of this appilcation indicates that an
Environmantal impact Statemant wilf not be required. Coordination with US Flah and Wikdlife
Service, Environmental Protection Agsncy (EPA), the National Marine Fisherfes Services, and
other Fedaral, State, and iocal agencies, snvironmental 4roups, and concermad citizens generally
ylolds pertinant anvironmental information that is instrumental in detdrmining the impact tha
proposed action will have on the natural rescurces of the ares. By msans of this natice, we are
scliciting commants on the potential effects of the project on threatenad or endangered spacies or
thelr habitat,

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Review of the latest publishad varsion of the Natlonal
Register of Historic Places indicatas that no registered propertiss, or proparties listad as eiigibie
for inclusion thersin, are located at the site of the propossd work, Presantly, unknown
archasclogical, scleniific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or destroyed by tha work to
be accompilshad.

EVALUATION: The decision whather (o Issua a parmit will be based on an evaiuation of the
prebable impact including cumulative impacts of the prapossd activity on the public interest. That
declsion will refisct tha national contem for both protection and ytiization of Imnportant resources.
Tha banefila, which reasonably may be sxpected 1o accrue from the propasal, rmust be balenced
aQainat Its reasonkbly foraseaable detriments. Al factors which may ba relavant to the proposal
will be considered inciuding curnulative impacts therect; among thase are congarvation,
economics, esthetics, ganeral environmental concarme, watlands, histaricet propertias, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shorsiine erosion and
accration, recrestion, water supply and consesvation, water quaiity, energy needs, safety, food
and fuer production, mineral newds, considerations of proparty ownarship, and in gereral, the
neads and walfare of tha psople. Evaluation of the impact of the activily on the public Interest will
aiso include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administratar, EPA, undar authority
of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section
102{B) of the Marine, Frotection, Ressanch, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be
grantad uniess its issuance is found o be contrary to the publlc intarest,

Tha US Army Coeps of Engineers (Copa) is soiiciting comments from the public; Faderal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interestad parties it order to consider and evaiusts
the Impacts of this proposad activity. Any comments received will be conaiinred by the Corps of
Enginears io detarmine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this propossl. To make
or deny this dacision, comments are used to aseesa impacts on endangered specias, historic
propertios, water quality, general environmantal effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are ugad In the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental impact Statemant pursuant (o the National Envirorimantal Pollcy Act.  Comments are
alsc used to delermine the nasd for a public hearing and to determine the ovérall public interest of the

proposad activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, tha Stats approval constitutas
compliance with the approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto Rico, 2 Coastal Zone
Managemant Cansistency Concurrence is required from the Puerio Rico Planning Board. in the
Yirgin Istands. the Degartment of Planning and Natural Rescurces permit constifuies compliance
with approved Coastal Zone Managemerit Plan,

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any parson may request a public hegring. The request

musl be submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated commant period of the
notice and must atats tha specific reasons for raquesting the public haaring.

Davm//

Regufatory Division
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RED CONTINUOUS
WARNING LIGHT

12V DEEP CYCLE MARINE
T ﬁ/BATTERY IN STAINLESS STEEL
1 OR FIBERGLASS ENCLOSURE
! 1—_} )i WITH SOLAR PANELS

\

WARNING 4'x4’ FIBERGLASS GRATE

SWIMMING AREA PLATFORM BOLTED TO
NO WATER CRAF PILINGS WITH STAINLESS

STEEL FASINERS
BEYOND THIS PO!NT\

]’ REFLECTIVE 6" LETTERS
4’ ON ALUMINUM SIGN

i

WARNING SIGN

127X127 PILINGS

= i

Avo| Santa Rosa County BOGC WARNING SIGN

pplicant; Sania Rosa County

File: 2009-3187 {IP-SWA) DETAIL

Date: 18 October 2009 # 2009-058 DATE: AUGUST 3,2009
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